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PxREFACE. 


ES80 Or truth of this 
SJ K Hiltorie enſuing, 
DS ENI> belides circum- 
_ Dy = ances of place, 

__ perſon, time, oc- 
. caſionz fo exactly obſerved : 
I refer my ſelf to the Rela- 
tion of thoſe Godly men, who 
in ſeveral Languages have ma- 
nitefted to the world the ſeve- 
ral paſſages thereof : and al- 
though T am not ignorant, 
thav at the firſt they were not 
onely not credited, but alſo 
diſcredited and ſlandered, by 
ſuch as found them to bee a 


4 2 Blur 


—— 


"i Preface. Rt 


Blur to the Romaare Profefiion, 
yet they loſt not their luſtre 
thereby, but being acquitted 
by many Compurgators of ſe-' 
veral Nattons, and fome of the 
Romifh Religion , being all of 
them fpeCators of this Trage- 
dy:it occaſioned not only a fur- 
ther manifeftation & confirma- 
tionof the truth,but alſo a large 
and more frequent confluence, 
to ſee that which they had for- 
 merly only heard of. This part» . 
ly —_—_ out of the ſuc-. 

ceeding Story : but morefully 
out of an Apologie written by 
Vergerins Biſhop of J«ſtinople, 
who was accuſed for diſperſing 
the fame of his Example to 
the ſtain of Popery, in which 
Apolopgie to N. Rottan, Suffra.. 

gan of Pads: 1s ſhortly and | 
phinly declared, what was 
id, what wasdone, and who 


WCTrc - 


-_ Y 
—————ntns ———_—_—_ 


* were preſent, If that it bee 


demanded, whatmoved me to 
compile this Treatiſe : Spzra, 


" tell them that it ſhould teach 
. fearand reverence, and indeed 


among all thoſe-that come to 
ſee him, few or none returns 
unſhaken Yergeri#9 in his firſt 
Epiſtle ſaith - I would fain 
go ſee him again, but I exceed- 
ingly fear and tremble - and 
in hs Apology faith, it is fach 
a rare example, as I would 
willmgly go to the furtheſt 
parts of the world to hear or 
ſee the like. The Ladie Jane 
to her Fathers Chaplain: ( that - 
had faln into Spirs's fin) 
ſaith, Remember the lamenta- 
ble eftate of Spire. - I acknow- 
ledg that there hath been for- 
merly a Book publiſhed in car 
Mother tongue, concerning 
this ſubject, but as far asI can 


4. learn . 


—_ 
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kearn(for I could never yet ob- | 
tain any of them) 1t was no- tc 
thing ſo large and various as | 
this preſent Treatiſe, andasI © { 5. 
have heard, a tranſlation of | W 


onely one of the /Iracates | fe 
from whence I havegathered | qe 
this preſent Diſcourſe in part. | 45, 
Concerning my care and fide- - dv 
litie in this buſinefle, it is ſuch, | 
as I may truly ſay with- | þe 


out changing of colour , that | A; 
there ts not one ſentence |, gf 
of all this Work attributed _ | he 
unto the perſon of Spira, 
but i hath its Warrant, el- 
ther from the Epiſtles of 7er- 
gerias and Gribauldus, Profeſs 
{ors of the Law in Padua, or 
from the diſcourſes of Herry 
Scringer a Scotiſh man , Sigiſ= = 
mind Gelens a Tranſiluanian, 

and Mart. Boeha a Divine of 

Baſel « neither have I taken any 

other. - 
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A Preface. 


other libertie thenas a relation 
to weave the foreſaid Diſ- 
courſes one within another, ſo 
as thoſe which under ſeveral 
Writers were before counted 
ſevera], are now by my 10- 


| deayours reduced into one in- 


tire Hiftorie, connexed by 


' due ſuccefſion of time and oc- 
| cafion, as punQually as could 
| be aimed at, by the circum- 


; ftances noted in the Writings 
; of thoſe holy and learned men 
| befcre-named. 
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Author | < 
To te} & Ccofthis Hiſtorie. 
Reader. 


Co ſcattered parcels of this Story Iay © 

In Forraign Papers 3 ger, ft not found « way 
een aþvieu prey, 

Thu 10 colle, Never ſeen the day. 


Reader would ft ſee bow ſinning "eainft the light, 
Will quench, and leave the ſoul ina ſad night 


| of diſcontents. Come hither Reader then, look here, 


And learn light quenching fins to fear. 


Reader wouldft ſee the ccemfoxr-breathing Spirit 
To grieve, What cureleſſe grief it doth demerit ? 


_ the r then, look here. 

Here ſee « ſoul that's all deſpair : A man 
Al hell, a ſpirit all ene wound; who car 

Awounded ſpirit bear? 
Re ader would ft ſee (what maieft thou never ſeel) 
Deſpairs, Racks, Tortures, whips of burning fteel? 

Cee then, look here, 

Behold 
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Sin hath created Hells. Ob, ineach part 
What fSemes ap 


Boho!d 1his man, this Furnace, in whoſe heart 


gy ! 


His thoughts all ſtings , words ſwords , brimflone a 


breath 

His fighs flames, wiſhes curſes, life a death : 

A tbonſand deaths Izve in him, he not dead: 

A breathiag Coarſe in living-ſcalding- Leed : 

And yet he lives eur Monuments 3 10 tell 
How black are quenched lights; 
QLuench't joies are double frights , 
Black daies are double mghts; 
Heaven taſted, oft, a denble Bill, 


1heve call d thee Reeder, prey f be, 
Read this, that others ow not thee. 
.Legas Hiftoriam, 
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Xtraordinary Examples 
_ ofdivine Juſtice, GOD -» 
4 never intended for a 
nine dayes wohderzelfe would 
he, when he «exemplified Lots 
wife, have turned her into a 
ſtatne of ' melting ſnow, not 
of laſting ſaitz _ which ſtood, 
as Joſephastels us till his age, 
after the deſtruction of Jeru- 
/alermr; and as ſome Travellers 
report, till at this day : zt quod- 
dam hominibus preſtaret cordi- 
mentum, quo ſapiautundeil/ud 
caveatur exemplum: Anz, de 
civit, Det, lib. 16.. cap. 3o. for 
a ſeaſon againſt corruption , a 
preſervative againſt Apoſtacy. 
This Tragedie, when freſh and 
new, was the converſion and 
confirmation of ſundry Wor- 
y | A th-1es - 
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thies Vergerizs, a dally ip<Cta- | 
tor thereot, forſaking a rich | 
Biſhoprick of Juſtinopolis , and | 
tents of Antichrilt, went to Bi. 
and dyed a worihy Proteſtant: | 
many Nations had Eye-wit- 
nefles of their own Students 
then inthe Univerlity of Padus 
who penned the ſtory, the 
| Copies whereof are frequently 
revived 5 onr Engliſh ones | 
were very defeCtive , and now 
worn out of ſhops and hands; | 
ſundry Manuſcripts of this _ 
abroad, imperfect 3 which 
moved me to compare this la- | 
bour of a worthy Gentleman 
( who faithfully tranſlated it 
qut of 7tal;ian,French and Dutch 
Letters ) with the LZatine of 
Celizs Secunda, Cario, Matthe- 
#5 Eribauldes,proteſiors of the 
Civil Law in Padua : Sigiſe 
mond Gelaus a Tranſilvanian , 
Henricus 
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em. 
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Henricas Scotus, all daily: viit- 

| tors of Spzra, and find it ac- 

cord with them. Touching 

"| Spira's perſon, I find moſt 

| learned Writers do incline to 
the right and hopefull hand ; 
moyed by his ſweet, humble, 
and charttabie ſpeeches - ſome 
few deſparate ones excepted , 
that fell from him in ſome little 
agonies which kept him faſt- 
ing and watching about fix 
moneths ſpace, eating nothing 

| but what was ſorced down his 

, throat. The ſumme of Calvins 

| and Borrhaxs their counſels* if, 
that all learn to take heed " > Beto 

backſliding, which Gods ſoul / f:he uſe 

abhors, and not- to dally with 772% 

Conſcience, and hell on earth, ; 

it juſtly incenſed; more to be. 

feared then the Spaniſh Inqui- 

ſition , or all the Strappadoes 

and torments in the world; 

A.2 and 
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 en4 to take heed of Spiras 
principal) Errors : which weres 


ro diſpute with Satin over= 


buſily in time of weakneliez | 
eſpecially to reaſon, and con- | 


clude from preſent ſenſe, to | 


Gods paſt Reprobation, and 
future Damnation + both 


which is hard, if poſſible, for | 


any men to determine 1n his 
own, much more in others ca- 
ſes : ſo commending thee to his 
grace, who 1s able toeſtabliſh 


thee to the end: I bid thee: 


farewel), and hope well, while 
the-ſpace of Gracelaſteth: Du” 
ſpiras, ſperaz ſo mayeſt thou 
take good and no hurt, by the 
— of this terrible Exam- 
le. 
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RELATION 


of the fearft | 2. 


flaceotf rac 
SPIRA, 


N the yeat, 1548. 
when the glorious 


was but newly 


the Sixth ofthatname, King of 
ENGLAND. In the 
Territorie, and under the 
Juriſdiction of the City of 
Venice, being the very border 
of 7taly, in the town of Citta- 

A.. 4 della, 


Sun of the Goſpel 


Soon rica inEvrope;in- 
the days of the raign of Edward, 


mm ee mane ito a OO 


Es” relation of the fearful E 
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a {{t, lived one Francis Spira , 
a Civil Lawyer, an Advocate | 
o! great rank and eſteem , be- | 
ig of knuwn learning , and | 


ecquerice, of great experience, 


of cariiage circumſpect and | 


ſevere, his fpeech grave 2nd 
compuſed , his cuuntenance 


ſharp and auſtere, every way | 


befitting that authority where- 
unto he was advanced, endows- 


ed with outward bleſſings, of | 
wite , and eleven children, and ' 


wealth in abundance - what. 
his worſt parts were,l have no 
other warrant - then his own 
words, which ( if not tainted 
overmuch with the bitterneſle 
of adeſparate mind , and bear- 


ing a countenance rather of 


paſſioy, then of ſober confeſſi- 
on) may ſeem to adda period 
to all further commendati. 
ONS. 


9 8h 


| 
| 


= ef#ate of Francis Spira, 


« I was( faith he) exce/ſpve- 
& ly covetous of mony, and ac- 
&* cordingly IT applyed my ſelf to 
© ox by injuſtice, corupting jit-' 
« (tice by deceit,inventing tricks 


& to delude juſtice - good cauſes” 


« I either defended deceit fully,or 
* (old them to the adverſary per- ' 
« fgdionſly:ill cauſes Imainteined 
« with all my might © I witting- * 
ly oppoſed the known truth , 
« ind the truſt committed unto ' 
& me, T either betrayed or per- 


<verted. Thus having worna 


out forty four yeares, or 
thereabouts, and the news 
of the new, -or rather newly 
revived opinions of Luther 
coming into thoſe parts, re- 
preſented an obje& of novelty 
unto him; Who being as deft- 
rous to know, as he was fa- 
mous for knowledg , ſuffered 
not theſe wandring opinions to 

A 4 paſle 
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paſs une xntined; but ſearch- 
+ Ay Scriptures, ard ins 


rews and findivg more then 


; 
to all bockes of Controveifte 
Hs he cond get, both old and: 


IF 


tame or opmioa, he began to 
taſte their nature {0 weil, as he | 


entertaines, loves, 2nd Ovwnes 
rH I0-2t Jength 5 283 with.iach 


zi.al, as be becamca profivcy, 


\Caa tCacher of them fill To 
I” ite, children, and. fami- 
« and after to his friends, 


in compariſon , ſeem'd to neg-+ 


lect all other affaires; inten- 


ding ever to preſle- this main 


point, that Je muſt wholly, and 


ouel y depend ont be free and uM 

changeable loveof G 0 D inthe 

death of Chriſt, as the onely ſure 

w.ay;to ſalvation. and this was 
the ſumme ofall his-difcourſe : 

and this continued for the 1; Fo: 
.O 


and familiar acquaintance, and {. 
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eſtare of Francis Spira, < 


of fix yeares,: or thereabouts 3 
'| evenſo long as this fire could 
| keep it ſelfe within private 
| walls, but at length, it brake 
forth imto publick meetings , 
ſo as the whole Province of. 
Paduz dawned by the lIuftre 
thereof, The Qergy finding © 
the. trade of their pardons to - 
decay, and their Purgatory to - 
wax co'd;, began to beſtirre-. 
themſelves : glofing their actt- 
ons, firſt , with caluinnions- 
- aſperſions upon the whole 
profefiionz then more plainly 
[itriking at Spire with gricvous 
accuſation. And to eff: & rheir - 
purpoſe, ſome promiſe jiabour, 
others favour, {orne advice, a= 
thers maintenance 3 all joyn 
to divide. either his foul from : 
| hisbody, or both from God. 
Now was John Caſa, the . 
_ Popes Legate; refident-at Ye» 
”. ts & RHO > 
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ice, being by birth a Floren- 
tin? ; and one that wanted net1- 


ther malice againſt thoſe of 
this way, nor craltinefle to. 


efi«& his malicious purpoles-; 
To him theſe men repair with 
out- cries ayainſt Spira , that 
he was the man that condem- 
ned the received rights of the 
Church -  delucel the Eccle- 


- Galſtica!l power , and ſcanda- 
P 2 


lized the policie thereof : one 
of no mean renk : being a 
man of Acccunt and authory 
and thereunto learned 1n the 
Scriptures, elegant 1n ſpeech: 
and 1 one word, a dangerous 
Z#i5:rin; having alſo many 
Aiſciplces, and therefore not to 

be deſpiſed. © 
4.t tals began the Leggxte to 
caii his eyes on the terible al- 
tcrition that lately had hap- 
2G in Germany Where, by the 
_  meanes 


- OW Dc OPT I Rn erm * _ _ 
V * v -- 


——— A. —"—— _ 
= es — ; Saw 


vied by ſnch , as neither lived - 


eſtate of Francis Spira. 


meansof one onely L#ther, the 
Romiſh Religion had ſuttered 
ſuch a blow, as that it could 
neither be cured by diſhimula- 
tion, nor defended by power : 
but the Clergy muſt either 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their dignities - on the other 
fide, when he ſaw how pro- 
penſe the common people, in-- 
habiting in. the bordering 
Country of Jtaly , were to 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 


© henow thought it no time to- 


diſpute, or perſwade : but with 
ſpeed repairs to the Serzte, and 
procures authority from them 
to ſend to Spire. 

Spira by this time. had con= 
fidered with himſelte of the 
nature of his courage, . how - 
evident and notorious it Was, . 
and therefore ſubject to be en- 
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his perſon nor Teligton 3 he 
perceived that his -opintons 
were neither retired, nor fp2- 
culative, but ſuch as ati e4 at 
the overthrow of the Romifh 


2Qion ,_ and a change of po- | 


licyz wherein at the beit , he 
could expe but a bloody vi- 
cory 3 and that his enemies 


wanted neither power nor Cc- 


calton,to call him to an acccunt 
in publick - when he muſt e1- 
ther Apoſtatize, and ſhameful- 
ly zive his former life, yea his 
own conſcience, the lye,or en- 
dure the utmoſt ma'itce of his 
deadly enemies 5 or forfake 
his wife ; children, friends, 


goodes, authority: yes, his 
dear Country 5 and betake. 
timſelfe to a forraiga people, 
there to endure a thouſand - 


miſertes, that do continually 
val upon a voluntary .extle, 
Eeirg 
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eſt:te of Francis Spira. ' 


Beg thus diſtr:Ced, and tof- . 


{}d 11 the relt!cfl- waves of 


doubt, without guide ro truſt 


to,or haven tofly'tc tor juccors 
on the ſuddain, GO D'S Spirit 
z{ſiſting, he felr'a calm, and be- 
gan todiſcourſe with himſelfe, 
in this manner, 
Il hy wamtareſtthou thus inuncer- 
tainties,unhappy man# cait awa 
fear. put onthy ſhield, thefhield of 
faith, Where is thy wonted cou- 
rage,thy goodneſſe,thy conſtancy ? 
remember that Chriſts glory lies 
at the ſtake : ſuffer thou without 


fear.@* he wil defend thee,he wil 
tel thee what thou ſhalt anſwerzhe . 
can beat downall danger, bring. 
thee out of priſon,raiſe thee from - 
the deadicofider Peter iz the anne 


geon, the Martyrs in the fires if 


thou makeſt aigvod confeſſron,thou 
maiſt rrideedgo topriſon,or death, . 
butt ann eternall reward wn heaven. 
Temalns 


— 


_ AE Io : FS. 
OT yr raentn gone ogg nf: 


Oo 
os 


GR 
- 
. . 
LEY 
WI 
w_ , 


—— + 


"of 
BY 
{ "* 
We. 
»# 
, ! 
2 H 
4 


JO 


 arelation of the fearful # 


remains for thee : What haſt thou 
in this world comparable to Eter- 


zal life.to everlaſting happineſs? 


if thou doeſt otherwiſe , think of , 


the ſcandal 5 (common people live 
by example, thinking whatever 
z5 done,is wel done) fear the loſs 
of peace and joy, fear hell, death, 
and eternal! wrath; or if thy fleſh 
be jo firong, as tocauſe thee to 
doubt of the iſne,fly thy Countrey; 
get thee away, though never ſo 
far rather then deny the Lord of 
life. 

IE was Spira in reaſona- 
ble quiet, being reſolved to 
yield to theſe weighty rea- 
ſons; yer holding it wiſdom 
toexamine all things, he con- 
ſults alſo with fleſh and bood 3 
thus the battel doth renew, 
and the fleſh begins in this 
manner? Be well adviſed, fond 
mang confider reaſons on both 


ftaes 


- 


0 
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eſtate of Francis Spira, 


fider. and then judg : how canſt 


thou thus overween thine own 


ſuficiency, 4s thou. neither re- 
 gardesf the examples of thy Pro- 


genitors, nor the judament of. 
the whole Church - doeſt thou not 
conſider , what miſery this thy 


rafhweſſe wil bring thee unto*thou 


ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten 
with ſo much care anudtravell : 
thou ſhalt undergo to the moſ? 
exquiſite tor mentsthat malice it 
{elfe can deviſe : thou fhalt be 


. counted an Heritick of all, and 


to cloſe up all, thow ſhalt die 
ſhamefully. What thinkeſt thu 
of the loathſome ſtinking dun- 
geon, the bloody axe, the bur« 
ning fagot © are they delightful ? 
Be wiſeat length, and keep thy 
life and honour : thou mazeſt live 
to do riuch good to good men, 45 
God commands thee : thou mayeſt 
be an ornament to thy.Country 3 


and 


4 relation of the fearful © 


and put caje, the Conntries loſſe | 
would be of ſmall eſteem with | 
thee 3 wilt thou bring thy friends | 
alſo into danger © theu haſt be... 
gotten children,wilt thownow cut | 
their. throats, .and inhumanely 
butcher them, which may in time 
bring honour to their Country, . 
glory to. Gods help -and further. 
ance to his Church? go tothe. 
Legat, weak man, freely confeſſe. | 
thy fault, and help all theje | 
miſeries. Thus did the cares | + 
of this World, and the deceit»... < 
fulneſlz of riches, choake the | . 
good Seed that was formerly. | 
ſown :: ſo as fearing hee | 
faints, and yields unto the al- | 
Jurements of this preſent ; 
world , and beingthus blinded, - 
he goes to the Legat at Verice, 
and fajutes him with this- " 
Newes. | 

Huving .. for : theſe livers. 

eares .* 
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"received 
Church, and uttered many things 
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efiate of Francis Spira. 


yeares entertained an 011107 C04 
cerning joe Articles of faith , 
contrary to the Orthordox, ana 
juggment of- the 


againſt the authority of the 
Church of Rome, and the 
aniver{all Biſhop s Thumbly ac= 
knowledg wy fanlt and error , 
aug my jolly inmiſicading others: 
Itherefore yeeld my. ſelfe in. all 
obedience;to the Supream Biſhop, 


into the Boſome of the:Church of 


SI 


.Ro.ne; ever to depart again 


| from thetraditions and. decrees 
| of the holy Sees IT am heartily . 


ſorry for what 3s paſtzand I hun- 
bilybeg pardon for ſs great an of-. 
fence. | 


The Legat perceiving Spira. 


to-faijat, he perſueshim to the. 


> utmoſt s he cauſes a re- 


citation of all his Errorsto be 
drawn 1n. writing , together 
«x with 
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A relation of the Jearjul 


, with the Cont. fhon annexed 


toit, andcommands Spzra to | 


ſubſcribe his name there, 


which accordingly he did, | 


then the Legate commands 
him to return to- his oxn 
Town: and there to declare 
this Confeſſion of his, and to 
acknowledge the whole Do- 
ctrine of the Church of Rome 
to be holy , and crue, and to 
adjure the Opinions of Lxtber, 
and other ſuch Teachers , as 


falſe, - and Heretical Mar: 
knows the beginning of ſinne,- 


but who bounds the iſſues there- 
of © Spira having 'once. loſt 
footing, goes down amain , 
he cannot ſtay, nor gain-ſay 
the Legate: but promiſeth to 
accompliſh his whole will and 
pleaſure: heſoon addrefleth 


himſelfe for his Journey : and - 


being onward in the way, he 


thinks 
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efiate of Francis Spira. 


thinks - himſelf of the large 
ſpoiles he had brought away, 
from the Confli& with the 


mony he had given of his 
great faith, and_ conſtancy in 
Chriſt's cauſe - 
plain , how i1mpioully he had 
denied Chriſt, and his Goſpel 


at Yenice-: and what he pro- 
miſed todo further in his own 
Countrey : andthus partly 


with fear, and partly with 
ſhame being confounded. he 
thought - he heard a voyce 
ſpeaking unto him,in this man- 
ner. | 
Spira, What doſt thou here ? 
whither goeſt thou © ha#t thou, 
unhappy man, given thy hand 
writing to the Legate at Venice® 
yet ſee thou doeft not ſeal it 71: 
thy own Countrey. doeſt thou 
indeed thinke eternall life ſo 


mean, 


and to be. 
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A relation of the fearful 
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z:ean, as that then preferreſt 


this preſent life before it * doſt 


thou well in preferring wife and 


children before Chriſt s is the” 


windy applauſe of the people, het- 


tcr ind:ed then the glory of God. 


and the poſſeſſion of this Worlds 


good more der to thee, rhen the 
ſlwation f ihine own? font f 


zo tine {nal uſe of A 2101m1eut of | 


time more deſtrablegthen eternall 
wrath is dreadfull * Think with 


thy jelf, what Chriſt endured for © 


thy ſake; is it not equal, thou 


fhouldeſt affer ſomewhat for 


him £ Remember. man, that the 


ſufferings of this preſent life, are 
not comparable to the glory that 


ſhall be revealed : If thou ſuffe- | 


reſt with him, thou ſhalt alſo 
reign with him + thou cans} not 
anſwer for what thou haſt already 
done nevertheleſſe, the gate of 


mercy is not quite ſhut : take heed 
that 1 
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eſiateof Francis Spira. 


fe ' that thou heapeſs not ſen upon ſin, 
; | leaſt thou repent when 7t will be 
s. too late. 


"j Now was Spire ina wilder- 
- | neſfle of doubt, notknowing 
7] - which Way to turn him, nor 
what to do : yet being arri- 
ved in his own Country, and 
. | amongſt his friends, with 
| | ſhame enough he relates what 
+ be had done, and what he had 
| further promiſed todos and 
' how the terror of God en the 
- | «one ide, and the terror of this, 
| worldon the other fide, did 

' continyally rack himz and 
| therefore he deſired of them 
advice in this ſo doubtfull a 
caſe : his friends upon ſmall 
deliberation anſwered; that it 
was requiſite he ſhould take 
heed that he did not in any 
wiſe betray his wife and chil- 
dren, and al] his friends into 

; danger, 
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danger, ſeeing that by ſo ſmall | 


a matter as the reciting of a | 


little Schedule , which might 


be done in lefſe ſpace then 


halfe an hour, he might both 
free himſelf from preſent dan- 
ger, and preſerve many that 
depend upon him : adding 
moreover, that he could get 
no Credit in relenting from 
that which he had already in 
reateſt part performed -be- 
ore the Legateat Yenice, and 


that in the perfect accomplith- - 


ing thereof, little or no diſcre- 
dite couid ariſe , more then 
what by the former action al- 
ready he had ſuſtained - on 
the other fide, if he did not 
perform his promiſe made to 
the Legate, he could neither 
diſcharge himſelfe of the 
ſhame which he had already 
incurred 3 nor 


Co 


avoid far. 
more * 
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This was the Jaſt blow of 
the battel: and Spzra utterly 
Overcome, goes to the Prztor, 
and profers to performe his 
promiſe made to the Legate, 
who in the'mean time, had 
taken order to have all things 
ready, and had ſent the inftru- 


ment of abjuration ſigned by 


Spira, to the Pretor, by the. 
hands of a certain Prieſt, All, 
that night the miſerable man 
ware out with reſtlefle cares, 
without any minute of reſt,the 
next morning being come, he 
gets up, aud being ready , he 
deſperately enters into the 
publick Congregation , where 
Maſs being fimifhed, in the 
Sh preſence 


A relation of the fearfull 


preſence of friends and ene- 


mies, and of the whole Aſlem- 
bly; being by eſtimation near 


two thouſand people 3 yea,and 


of Heaven it f{<clf, he recites 
that infamous abjuration: 
word for word, a5 it was writ. 


ten - it being done, he was fi- 


A 


ned at thirty pieces of gold, 
which he preſentiy 'paijds five | 
- whereof were given to the. 


Prieſt that brought the abju- 
ration - the other twenty fire 


were imployed towards the 
making of a Shryne to put the | 


Eucharift inz then was heſent 
home”, reſtored co his 'Digni- 
ties, goods, wife, and children; 
No ſooner was he'departed , 
but he thought heheard a dire- 
ful voice ſaying to him 3. Thou 
wicked wretch, thou ha$F denied 


me; thou haſt renounced the co-. 


venant of thy obedience,thou haſt 


broken” 


- © m—— 


[ 
ORs: a om. La ca at RD95} ww A Xu av 4 h— la MA a@ mA © om wad a ac 6 


| 
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broken thy vow, hence Apoſtate, 
bear with thee the ſentence of thy 
eternall damnation : he trem- 


| *blingand _ in body and 


minde, fe)l dowa in a ſwound; 
relief wasS at hand for the bo- 
dy , -but from that time for- 
ward,henever found any peace 
or eaſe of minde; but continu» 


ing in-unceflane torments, he 


profeiled tharhe was captived 
under the revenging hand-of 
the great God ; thathe heatd 
- continually that fearfull fen- 
tence of Chriſt that juſt Judge 
that he knew he was utterly 


undone); that he could neither 


hope for grace; nor Chrilſt's1n- 
terceſſion with God the Father 
in his behalf : thus was his fault 
ever heavie on his heart, and 
ever his'Judgment before his 
eyes. 


ſome 


- Now began | his friends 
B 


22 A relation of the fear ful = 


ſome of them, to repenttoo 
late of their raſh counſel! : 
others not-laoking ſo high as 
the Judgment of God, laid all*| - 
the blame uponhis Melancho- 
lick conflitugion: 3 that over- 
ſhadewing - his judgment , 
wrought in him a kind of mad- 
neſle every one cenſured ag 
his fanoy led him, yet for re- 
medy all agreed'in this, to uſe 
both the whaleſome help: of 
Phyſitiang, and the pious ads | 
vice of Divines, and therefore. 
thought it meet to convey him 
to Padua, an Univerſity of 
note, where plenty of all man- 
ner of means was to be had: 
this they accordmgly did, 
both with his wife, children, 
and wholefamily : others alſo 
of his friends. accompanying | 
him 3 and being arrived at- the 
houſe of one James Ardin, in 
Saint - 
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Saint Leonards Pariſhy they: ſent 
for three -Phyſitians: of moſt 


mote, who upon due obſerya- 


tionof theeifii As, and of other 


Symptomes of ts difcate, and 
ſome private conference ont 
with another, amongſt them- 
ſelves, returned their verdict 
in this manner, vis. That they 
could notdifcern that: his bo- 
you_ afllited with any dan- 


.per or idiſtemper originally 
fromit1ſelfe, by reaſon of the 
. over-maling of any . bumour; 


but that- this Malady . of | his 
did are: from ſome grief,'.or 
paſfionof his minde, .. which 
being + over-burthened, did: fo 
oppreſs the ſpiritsas they Wan 
ting'free paſage;.' ftirred up 
many \\ll'kamours , - whereof 
the bedy-ofman is Fall 2+ and 
theſe aſcending up into'the 
brains” 'trowbled/ the fancy : 
- B 2 ſhadowed 
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A relation of the fearful 


ſhadowed the ſeat ofthe judg- 


. ment, and {ocorrupted it : this | 
. was the ſtate of his diſeaſe, and | 
-that-outward patt that was vi- 
fible to theeye of nature; this 


they indeavoured to reform 
by purgation , either to con- 


Jume,, or leaſt to divert tle 


courſe of thofe humors trom 
-the brain; but all theirsk1ll ef. 
feted nothing., Which $p:ra 
noting , ſaid : Alas poor men | 


bow far wide are yew ? do you | 


think that thisdiſeaſe is to be tn. 


red by pations £ believ me there | 


mft be another manner of meds 
cine, it is neither plaiſters, nor 
drugs, that can help a fainting 


ſoul caſt «own with ſenſe of fin, 


and the wrath-of God 5, 'tis onely 
Chriſt 1hat mmſt,bee. the Phyſiti- 
an, and the Goſpel the ſoul An- 
#dote. 6 
The Phyſitians eafily be- 
| lieved. 


my on ern nn 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 


lieved him-after they hadun- 
derſtood the whole truth- of 
the matter, and therefore they- 


wilhed him to ſeek ſome ſpi- 


ritual comfort: - By this time - 
the fame of this man wasfpred 
over all Pad#1, and the neigh- - 
bour Country -- partly for that-- 
hee was a man of Eſteem : - 
partly -becauſe as the. diſeaſe, - 
ſo the occafion- was eſpecia\ly- 
remarkable fort his. was not - 
done tt a corner: : -ſo as duly -. 


there came multitudes of all 


ſorts to ſee him 3; ſome out of. 
curioſity, onely to ſee and diſe 
courſe 3 fome out of a pious 
deſire to try all means that 
might reduce him to comfort 
again, or at leaſt to benefit 
the:nſelvs by ſuch a ſpeea- 
cle of miſery, and of the ju- 
ſtice of God, Amongſt theſe 
Paulus Vergerins Biſhop of 
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| Inſtinopolis, and Matthews Gri- 
b 'n/dus , deferve eſpecially to 
'Þ aa » as the moſt princt- 

p3] labourers for this mans 
comfort. F ney find him now. 
:boutfifry years of age, nei- 
ther afteGed with the dotage 
of old age, 'not withithe an- 


conſtant head-ſtron p paſlion of-. | 


youth, but in the firengrh of 


11s experience and : 

in a burning heat, - 
c:iively for: drank 2 © yet his | 
underſtanding attive, quick '. 


of apprehenſion, witty in dif 
courſe above his ordinary 
manner, and judiciouſly op- 


poſite - his friends Joboardd | 


him by all fairmeans to-receive 
ſome nourtſhment;, which he 
obitinate am-ſaying, th 
foraibly Pool ons fiquid 
ſuftenange:: 1nto his mouth; 
molt of which he'ſpit - out! a- 
gain ? 


: 
' 
>» 


DE Tay Mn. tha 


| eſiateof Francis Spira, 27 


ga'n : exceedingly chafing, and 
1a this: fretting mood of his, 
ſaid 5 As 1t 1s true that all things, co 
work, for the beſt to thoſe that 
love God, ſo to the wicked all 
are contrary: fer whereas a plen= 
tifull aff-ſpring is the bleſſing 
of God, and his reward, being a 
ſtay to the weak eſtate of their a- 
ged parent 1380 me they are a canſe 
of bittermeſs and vexation : they 
do ſtrive tomake metire out this 
miſery: I wouid' fain be at an 


_ ends I deſervenotthis dealing 


at their bands: 0! thit Iwere 
gone from hence, that ſome 
body would let- out this weary 
oul. K-15 

j His friends ſaluted. him, and 
asked him, what he conceived 
to be thecauſe of his difeaſe : 
forthwith he brake out iato a 
lamentable diſcourſe of the 
paſlages formerly related, and 
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that with ſuch þ:ſltionate Elo- 
cution, that he cauſed many to- 
weep, and moſt to tremble. 
They contrarily , to comfort- 
him, propounded ' many of 
God's promiſes recorded in the. 
Scripture 3 and many exam-- 
ples of God's mercy.: My ſir 
(aid he)is greater then the wer- 
«<yof God, Nay, anſwered they,. 
the mercy of God is above all 
fin z God would have all men 


p relation oft be fearful -_ | 


to be ſaved : 7t's true (quoth | 


hee) hee would have. all that he. 
hath eleFed to bee ſaved hee 
would not have damned Repro- 
bates to be ſaved; IT am one of 
that number , 1 know it, forl 
willingly, and againſt my kno 


ledge denied Chriſt : and I feel 
that he hardens,and willnot ſuf- 

fer me to hope. 
After ſome ſilence, one aſ- 
ked him whether hee.did; noc 
| +5 believe 
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believe that Doctrine to bee 
true, for which he was accu. 


ſed before the Logue ? hean-, 


ſweredz I did believ it when I 


denied it , but now Tneit her be= 
lieve that, nor the Do@rine of 


the Roman Church: Ihelieve n0- 
thing,, Thave no faith, no truſt, 
20 hope; I am a Reprobate like 
Cain, or Judas,who caſting away 
all hope of mercy, fel into deſpair 
and my Mu zends do me great 
wrong, that they ſuffer me not to 


goto the place of unbelievers, as I. 


juſtly deſerve. | 
Here they began ſharply to 
rebuke him 3 requiring, and 
charging him, that 1a any wiſe 
hedid not violate the mercy of 
God; to which he anſwered :. 
< The mercy of God is exceed- 
ing large, and extends to ail 
<he elect: but not to me,or 2ny 
<like to me, who areſealed-up 
_— 9 
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&ro wrath: Ftel'ycu'l defery it, 
* my own'conſtience condemns 
© me; what needeth any other 
© Judge? Chriſt came({aid they? 


® a> 


to take away fin,& calling for a 
book, they read unto him the 
Pafhon of Chriſt 3 and comt-' 
ng to hisnalling to the Croſs, 
Fpira ſaids & This indeed is 
©comfortable to ſuch as are E- 
<]eC(ted, but as for me wretch, 


© theyare nothing but grief and” 
* torment, becaul I'contemned 
them. Thus cos orief,. 


and tcſling himſelfeup and' 
down upon the bedas he lay, 


h-intreated them to read no 


mores As Gribanldus was come. 


13g to fee him, Yergerins ſaid 


to FSpira, dear Sir, here, is 
 DoRtor Gribauldus, a godly & 
faithfull friend of yours, come 


te {ce you: © He is welcom 
© (ſ{a14he) But he ſhall finde 
me 


« 


| 


eſeare of Francis Spira. 31 
<meul - Gribawldns replyed, 
Sir , this isbutantllufon of 
the Devill, whodoth what he 
cantovex you 5- but turn-you 
to God: with your whole 
heart, and heis ready to ſhew 
you merde; the Lord you 
know is fall of mercie. it is 
he that hath ſard, that as offer , V 
as 4 finner repents of his fire, he © 
will remember his =ou 7207e. 
Confider this in. the Example 
of Peter that was Chriſts fami- - 
| Jar, andan Apoſtle 3 and y-t 
denied him thrice with an 
oath, and yet God was mer- 
cifull unto him : Confider - 
the thief that ſpent his whole 
life in wickednefle, and for all: 
that , did not God graciouſly 
reſpe& him in the laſt minute 
of his life ® Is the Lords hand- 
now ſhortned that it cannot 
_ ſave? tothis Spirz anſyered ; 
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Lug 2%.6 inn auſe Chriſt heheld hin 


with a merciful eie; andin that. 


If Peter grieved and repens ted,it 


he wgs pardoned, it was not be- 


cauſe. he wept , but becauſe God © 


was gracions to hin ; but God ree« 


ets not me, and therefore 1 an 
« Reprobate; I feel no comfort 


can enter into my heart, there's 
place there but only for torments 
219 caſe is properly mine own : 
0 tan ever was in the like 
plight, and therefore my eſtate is 
=: 
Then roaring out in the bit- 
terneſle af his ſpirit, ſaid : 27's 
a fearful thing 10 fall into the 
hand: of the living God : the vi- 
olence of his paſſion and aCti- 
on ſiitable, did amaze many of 
the beholders z inſomuch as 
fome of them ſaid. with a 
whiſpering voice, that.he was 


and ” Wy. of ſpirit : Ttell you 
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poſieficd : hee over-hearing it, 
ſaid : Do you donbt it? Ihave a 
hole Legion of divels that take 
up their —_—_ mens 
oſſe[le me as their own: and. juſt- 
/ ole for Thave denied prey 
Whether did you that willing- 
ly or not.? (ſaid they.) That's 
nothing to.the purpoſe, ({aid $pi- / 
ra -) Chriſt ſaith, Whoſsever de- Mit.10.33 
. nies me before men, himwill 7 
deny before my Father which 3s in 
Heaven : ChriSt will not be denj= 
ed, no not in word ; and there- 
fore it is enough,though in heartT. 
never denied him. 

They. obſerying his. diſtem-. ] 
per to ariſe from the ſenſe and 1 
horror of the. pains of hell, | 
asked him whether he thought 
there were: worle pains then. 
what he endured for the pre- 
ſent; he ſaid, that he knew 
there were far worſe pains. then 

| thoſe 


34 


Pſal. 1. 


for the wicked ſhall riſe to 
| their judgment, but they ſhall 


© not ſtand in judgment - thisT |, 


c tremble rothinke of : yer do 
c ] defire nothing more, then 
*that I might come to that 
© place, where I may be ſureto 
« feel the worſt, and to be freed 
© from fear of worle to come. 

T but you areto'conlider ( ſaid: 
one) that thofe opinions for 


which you were accuſed before ' 
the Legate, were 1mnplousz and'. 


therefore youare not to thinke 
you denied Chriſt, bur rather 
that you confefſed him, ac- 
knowyledping the infabble truth 
of the Cathohck Church. 
Truly(fſatd he) when I did de- 
ny thoſe opinions, I did thinke 


©them to be trye, and yet I did © 


deny-them. 


4 relation of the fearful | 
£ thoſe that-he then ſuffered; 


Go- to ( faidothers); now _ 


then 


then blieve that they are true, 
Now I cannot (faid he); God 


.* will not ſuffer me to believe 


© then, nor truſt in his mercy : 
, what would you have me do? 
<T-would fain: attain to this 
* power, but cannot, though T 
© ſhould preſently be burnt for 
cit, But why do you, faid the 0- 
ther, eſteem this fo grievous a 
ſin, when as the learned Legate 
conſtrained you to it, which 
he ſurely would not have done, 


if your” former opinions. had 
not been Erroneous-- no; good” 


Francis, the Devil beſets thee, 
let not therefore the grievoul- 
nefle of thy.{in, ( if any ſuch 
be)amaze thee. *You ſay right 
& (replied he) 5 the Devil hath 
© poſleſt me, and God hath left 
* me tohis power 3 for I finde , 
© Ican neither believe the Gol - 


pel, nor truſtin Gud, miorcy 5 


- 


nd 
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Thane ſinned. againit. the Holy wi, 

Ghoſt 5 and:God by his immuta. 

ble decree, hath bound me over to Pa 
perpetnal puniſhment , without | as 

any hope of pardon. It's true that | # 

Rom.g.11: the greatmeſſe of ſin,. or the mul. ho 
& Rom-4-' tztude of them,canuot bind Gods &4i 
Oo qmercy + all thoſe many. fins that 1 h 

in the former part of my life 37 14 

have committed, then didnot {w ®, 

wuch trouble we , for I truſled #7 } 

that God would not laythem to my ©* 


charge : but new having ſinned © 1 

againſt the holy Ghoſt, God hath he 

taken away from me all power of # 
repentence5 and now brings all © 

Famgz.zo my fius to remembrance;andthus ** 
07 


guilty of one, guilty of all, And 
therefore 2's no matter whether 0) 


vsy fins be great or ſmall, few or £ 


many; they are ſuch, as Chriſts F 
blood, nor God's mercie belts fb 
to me: God will have mercy 07 : 

| 


202:-9-18, Whom he will have mercie 3, and 
hoy - - 


_—O—_ . _ 
I 
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whom he will he hardnethzthis is 
| ikthat gnaws my heart , he hath - 
| hardned me+ and I find that he: 
| dailymoreand more doth haraen- 
| #6, and therefore I arm out of 
| hope, I feel it, and therefore 
cannot- but. deſpair : Ttell youg 
there was never ſuch a monſter as 
Tam never was any tranalive 
4 ſpetacle of ſoexcerding miſery. 
Tkoew that juſiiftcation js to be 
expeFed by Chriſt, and I denied 
* and abjnred it,to the end Imight 
keep this frail life from advuer- 
ſity, and my children from. po- 
verty; and now behsld how-bit= 
ter this life is to me and God | 
onely knows, what ſhall m_ = 
of this my family , but ſurely ng. | 
2 Zs oh jo betide 4 but ra- 
ther daily worſe and worſe 5 and 
ſuch a ruine at the length,as that 
a ſtone foall not be left on. au0« 
FDCre.. IIS 


But 


- "> 
»% 
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Bu: way ibnouid youll) Grj- 
bau/das | conceit ſo deeply of 
your {ip,ſeeing you cannot but 
know , that many have denied 
Chritt , yet never fell into de- 
ſpair? © Wel (ſaid he)I can ſee 
© no ground of comfort for 
£fuch, neither can | warrant 


| 


| 


| 


*rhem fron God's revenging | 


c nand in wrath 
5 ſeth God yet to 1: 


' come; 


*thenthey ſhall be thoroughly. 


*ryed 3 & fit werenot ſo, yet 
* Gods Juft-in making mee an 
Cexampte to.atherss& cannot 
© juſtly. complaim: « there'is no 
*puniſhmentſogreat;but I have 
c deſerved it, for this ſo heinous 
© offence: I affureyou it is no! 
© {mal-matterto deny Chriſt,6e 
* yet: it is. more ordinary then 
*ommonly men do conceivy of: 
tis nota genyalmade before a 

*e Magiſtrate 


it plea- | 
ſuch to. 
*betn and beſides, there 


— ———_ 


f 
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S, Magittrate asit is with me: tdr 
| fas oftery as a Chriſtian doth 
| * diflemble the known truth: as 
| * ofteti as he approves of falſe 


*worſhip, by prefenting him- 


* felfatir, ſo often as he hath 


* not things worthy of his cal- 
© ling; or ſuch things'as are un- 


* worthy of his calling, fooften- 
| — 
[6 therefore am Jad Hy 

© niſhed\for it; Your ;P anc 
' ' (quoth: Gribuaaldes) is notfo 
\  Itrange,as you make tt. Job was- 
ſo fargone,that he complained-. 


did 1, 


God had fet him- as amark a- 


oninſtbim: and Devid that was. 


a man after Gods own 'hearr, 


_ cemplained' often that God 


had forſaken him-, and was 
become his enemy '- yet both 
received comfort again - com- 
fort your felfe therefore , Gott 


will” aorme* at length, though 
u, | he 


CIT Ir 
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hee now ſeem farr off, 
O Brother ( anſwered Spira) 
1believe all thiss- the divels be- 
Leve and. tremble; but David 
was ever clefed and dearly bes 
loved of God: 5: and though he 
fell,yet God #00k not utterly away 
his holy Spirit 5, and therefore 
was heard when he praied, Lord 


take not thy boly Spirit from 


me: but I 412 in another cafe, 
being ever accurſed fron the pree 
ſence v4 God :. neither can IT pray 
as hedi 


called 3 and therefore I know 1 
ſhall live in continual hardneſſe 


ſolong as Tlive : O that Imight 
feel but the leaſt ſenſe of the love 
of God to mee, though but for one 


ſmall moment , as I now feel his 
heavy wrath that burns like the 
torments of bell within me, and 
affti@'s my conftience with pangs 


unutter= 


d, becauſe his holy Spirit  . 
3s quite gone, and cannot be re-- 


eſe of bart 
had ſuffered all my life long, ſo 


eftate of Francis Spira. 
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wnnttcrablg : verily aeſperation 
is hell 2 ſelf. = 
' Here Gribanuldus faid, I do 


_ verily believe, Spira, that God 


having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you 
in this life , corre&eth you mn 
mercy here, that he may ſpare 


| you hereafter,and that he hath 


mercy ſealed up for youin time 

tO COME, 828Þ '3 B73 
Nay ( faid Spira)) hence do'I 
know that I arra Reprobate, be- 
cauſe he __ .oe with hard- 
eart : O that my body 


that hewould be pleaſed to releaſe 
my ſoul, and eaſe my Conſcience, 

this burthened Conſcience. 
Gribauldgs being defirous to 
eaſe his-mind from the conti- 
nual.. meditation. of. his fins 
as alſo- to. ſound how for the 
ſent he ſtood afteQedtothe 
omiſh Church : asked - him 
what 


wn. 
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what he thonght became of the 
ſouls of men ſo foon as they de- 
parted out of the body 5 to 
which he anſwered. « 

* Althoughthis be not fo fall 
© revealed m Seriptures yet | 
© verily believe that-the ſoul; 
foftheEle& gopreſently to the 
© Kingdom of 'gtory5 and not | 


© that they fleep with che body, HE 


©as ſome doimagine. 


tures then ſay, that God brings | 
dowf tohell, - and'raiſeth ups; 
ſeerag” it" carinot bementit of | 
the effate' of the "ſoul after | 
death, which as thou ſayeft, 
either goeth to heaven'without 
change; or to hell without re- 


demption} it muſt /be'under- 


ſtood of the eftxte of the ſow! 
in this life: like that wherein 
thou art at this preſent : and 

often - 


God hath denied me the power of 
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oftentimes. wee: ſee that : Gad 
ſuffers wen to fall into the 
jawes of deſpair, and yet rai- 


' ſeth them up again: and there- 


fore deſpair not, but hope z it 


| ſhall beeven:thus with:thee in 


his good time. - 

This is the work (quoth Spi- 
ra) this labour : for Ttell you 
when Tat Venice didlyirif abjure 


my profeſſion, and ſo, as it were, 
drew au denture, the $ pirit of 


God often admoniſh'd mee : and 


| hen at Cittadella, 7 did, as it 


were, {et to my ſeal : the Spirit 
of God aften ſuggeſted to me, \ do 
uot write Spin, ad rot ſeal: yet 
Treſiſied the Holy GhoSt, und did 
both; and at that very preſent I 
did evidently feel 2 wound in 
flifed in. my very will 3 ſo. al- 
though 1 ca ſay, 1.wauld believe, 
zet can Inot ſay, Þ will believe. 


will : 


— 
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get by little andlittle I decay and 


fain preſerve this weary life: 


—_ I 


will : an4 11 befalls me in this 
my miſer.b'e eſtte, av with one 
that is fuſt in wrons, and his 
friends connmg to ſee him, do 
'pity his eſtate, and do perſwade 
him to ſhake off his fetters , and 
to come ont of his bonds, which 
God knows he would fain -do, 
but cannot : this is my very caſe, 
you perſwade me to believe ; how 
fain wenld 1 doit,” but cannot : 
O 20w I cannot. Then violent- 
ly graſping his hands toge-! 
x Bs p69 oa icſbl-op; 
Behold ( ſaid hee) 7 am ſtrong, 


conſume, and my ſervants would 


| 


but at length-the will of God muſt 
be done, and | ſhall:perifh miſe« | 


B/zl 32.11 Tably as | deſerve 3 Repoice ee 


righteous in the Lord: bleſſed are | 


you whoſe hearts the Lord hith 
Then: - 


molified, 


mW © , © "» ww. 


&Q *w 6 BB 


Fs | 


he 


; 
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| Then after ſome pauſesz 4's 

wwrderful, Trarneſily deſire to 
pray to God with my heart, yet I 
" Cannot 5 1 ſee my damn:tion, and 
I knw: my remedy is onely in 
Chriſt,- yet I cannot; ſet my ſelfto 
lay hold.on it 5 ſuch are the pu- 
niſhments of the dainned «© they 
 confeſſe what, I confeſſe, they re- 
pent of their toffe of beaver they 
envy the EleG 5 yet their. repen- 
tance doth them mo good, for they 
cannot mend their waies.- - 

-  Ashe was thus ſpeaking, , he, 
obſerved diverſeflies that ca ne 
about him, and ſome bght ted 
on him 3 Bel old (ſaid he) row 


45. 


alſo * Beelzebub comes to his bags * Signitics 


quet, you ſhall ſhartly fee my end, 
and in, me an exatiple to. many, 


of the Juſtice and Judgment of 
G O D. 

, About this time came in- 
two. Biſhops , - with diverſe 
'c Schullers 


- i 


rhe god of 
'AlicS. 
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Schoilers of the Univerſity, 


one of them being Paxlus Vere 
 gerivs, having obſerved Spire | 


more then any other, being 


- continually converſant with | 
him : told him his eſtate was 
ſuch, as rather ſtood in need of | 
praier then advice: and there- | 
oa defired him to pray with | 
him in the Lord's Prater Spire 
conſented, and he began. 
{Our Father which artin hea- | 
yen,] then breaking forth into | 
tears he ſtopped; but they faid, ' 


It is well, your grief is a 
fign : © I bewail (ſaid he) my 


© miſery, for I perceive I am 
©forſaken of God, and cannot 
call to him from my heart, | 
© as I was wonttodo 3 yetlet 


us go OB. ſaid Yergerize. 
-Thy ki 


om come: JO Lord 
©(ſaid Sp7ra))bring me alſo into 
*this kingdom - I beſeech _ 
ut 


am F PY —_—_ Ps” EY” RIDEESI a as} 
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£fhyr me not out. Then com- 
ing to thoſe words, [ Give us 


. this day our daily breaa;Jhead- 


ded: O Lord T have enough & 
*abundance to feed this carkaſs 
*of mine - but there is another 
© bread I humbly beg,the bread 
* of thy grace:withour which;l 
[am but a dead man, 
Lead us not into temptation? ] 
* ſeeing Lord that I am broughr 
*1nto temptation,helpme Lord 
© that I may eſcape: the enemy 


' > hath overcome, help me,l be- 


C ſeech thee, to overcome this 
cruel Tyrant, - 

Theſe things he ſpake witha 
mournful voice,the tears trick- 
ling down abundantly: and ex- 
preſſing ſuch afteftions & paſ- 
ſion, as turned the bowels of 
thoſe there preſent, with grief 
and compunQion - they then 
turning to Spire, faidz You 

C 2 know 


"—_— 
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know that none can call Chr;i} 
Jejas the Lord, but by the holy 
Ghoſt : you muſt. therefore 
think of your (elf; according to | 
that ſoft affeion, which you 
expreſle in your pralers, infer« 
ring thereby that God hathnot | 
wholly caſt you off, or bereav- 
ed you of his Spirit utterly... :: | 
< I perceive ({aid $pzra) that] | 
<ca]ll on himte my eternal dam- | 
<nation:for I tell you again, it is 


| 


Pa 
*199-7-canew and unheard of exam- 


© ple that you find in me - If. 
Judas (laid they) had but; out-, | 
lived his dates, which by-nature 
he might have.done : he might 


' have repented, and Chriſt 


, would have. receiveq .him to 
;:NETCY 3 and yet he ſinned moſt 
'grievouſly agairſt his Maſter, 
which did ſo eſteem 'of him, as 
to honor him with the dignity 
of an Apolile,and cid _ | 
and . 
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akd teed him': He anſwered, 
© Qhriit did alſo feed and "hg 
© nour me, neither yet 1s my 


E faiſt'one;fot Je then-that of 


c his” becauſe it is not more 
© honour to be perſonally pre- 
c ſent with Chriſt in the fleſh, 
© tHherrtobe in his preſence now | 
by illumination - of his holy 
© Spirit: and beſides, [ deny that 
c ever Judas could haverep 

© ted, how long ſoever he had 


< lived; for grace was quite ta- 


_ ©ken'” froth Him , as It 5 now 


<from me. © 

O $pira (aid they)you know 
you are it a Spiritual deſertion, 
you muſt thereforenot believe: 
what Satan ſuggeſts'3 he was 
ever: a Liar from the begining, 
and a meer Impoſtor, and will 
caſt a thouſand lying fancies 
into your mind, to beguile you 


withall you muſt rather be- 


C3 lieve 


"I 
a mime 


Do . 


ones 4 


| S 
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liev thoſe whom you judge to to. 
be in a goodeſltate, and more 
able to diſcera of you then 
your felf - believe us, and Wee | 
re!l you that God will be mer- 
ciful unto you. 

©O here ts the knor- ( (aid 
© 5pira; ) I would I could be- 
_ but I cannot. 

Then he began to reckonup | 
what fearful dreamsand vifions | 
he was continually troubled 
withall : that he ſaw-the divels | 
come flocking into his cham--. 
ber, and about his bed terrify- 
ing him with ſtrange. noiſes , 
that theſe were not fancies, but 
that he ſaw them as really, as: | 
the ſtanders by - and that be- - 
{des theſe outward terrors, he 
felt continually a racking tor- 
ture of hs minde, and aconti- ' 
nual butchery of his Conſct- | 


ence, being "The very proper 
Papgs .. 
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pangs of the damned wights in 
ell. 


Caſt away theſe fancies ( ſaid 
' Gribauldas;) theſe are but 11- 


lafions 3 hamble your ſelf in 
the preſence of God,and praiſe 


* the Lord (anſwered he) nor 
© they that go dowa-into the 
pit : wethat aredrowned 1n 
« deſpair are dead, and already 


. 
hell can there be worſe then 


[--"M deſperatiori 5 Or what great- 
cer puniſhment ? the gnaw- 
© ing worm, unquenchable fire, 


© horror, confuſion, and(which 
<is worſe then all) deſperation 
<it felfcontinually tortures me, 
<and now I count my preſent 


<eſtate worſe, then if my foul 


© ( ſeparated from my vooy 2 
© were with Jadgs and the ref 
of the damned,and thetefore, 
C4 I1Inow 


gone down 1nto the pit: what 


. 
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© now defire rather to be there, 
then thus to l:yein the bodie, 
One being preſent, repeated 
certain words out of the Pſalms: 
PUBS.30 Tf thy Children - forſake' my 
Law,and walk not in my judg- 
ments; I will viſit their tranf- 
or« fitons with rods, and-their 
in:quitie with ſtripes 3 never- 
theleſs my loving kmdnefs I 
wil notutterly take fromrhem, 
nor ſuffer my faithfulneſle to 
fail-\nark this,O'spire,my Co- | 
venalit I will notbreak. Ws 
_ ©Theſe promiſes (ſaid Spire) 
© belong onely to the Eled, 
 ©whichif tempred,may fall in- 
Prov.24. ©11n 5 but are again hfted. up 
16, © and recovered ont : 'as the 
Plal.37-24 6 Prophet ſaith , though he fall, 
© hee ſhall not bee atterly caſt 
£ down, for the Lord uphold- 
eth him 3 therefore Peter could 
riſe, for he was Eleted , bur 
2 the 
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*©the reprobate when they fall, 
*cannot riſe again , as appears 
© in Cain, Saul,and Judas : God 
© deals one way with the Elect, 
© and another with Reprobates. 
The next day he prated with 
them 1a the Latine tongue, and 
that with excellent afte&ions as 
cutwardly appeared. Bleſſed be 
God (ſaid Vergerias); theſe are 
no ligns of eternal reprobati- 
on:you mult nor, O Spira, (eek 
cut the ſecret counſels of Gad's 
e1£ction and: reprobation - for 
no man can know, ſo long as 
he lives, whether by his good 


God's love or anger - do you 
not know that the Prophet Dz- 
vid complained, that God had. 
caſt, off his Sou!'. 

1 know all inisquoth Spira)7 
know the mercies of God are in- 


finite, ao ſurpaſs ibe ſuns of the. 


E3 who.'? 


Eccl.9.r. 


or bad deeds, he be worthy of Plal.£8.r 4 
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whol e world,and that they are ef. 


fenal to all that beliewe.,but this 
faitb, and this hope is the gift of 


God : O that he would giveit me! 


bat it is as impoſſable as to drink. 


xp the (ea at a draught : 4s for 
that of Solomon, if he had ever 
tried that which 1 fee! by wofut 
experience, he would never have 


ſpoken a he did:but the truth is, 


never had mortal man ſuch an 
evident experience of God's an- 
ger and haired againſt him, as 1 
have + you that are ina good 
eſtatc,thinkrepentanceandjaith 
to be work of great facility : and 
therefore you think it an eaſie 
#11tter to perſmade a man to be- 
licu;the whole need not the Phy- 
$747: and be that is well can ſoon 
give counſel to ſuch as are ill: but 
2174s is the hell tome, my heart is 
z-dr.d,T cannot believe : many 
are calle, but few are choſen. 


Upon 


| 
S 


— 
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Upon what ground ( ſaid 
they ) do you conceiveſoill an 
opinion of your ſelf. 

I once did know God to be 
©my Father,not onely by crea- 
© tion, but by regeneration ; I 
*knew him. by his beloved 
© Son, the author and finiſher 
*of our ſalvation: Ecould pray 
©tohim, and hope for pardon 
© of fins from him : I had a tafte 
© of his {weetneſs, peace, &com- 
© fort : now contranlly, I know 
God not asa Father, but as an- 
© enemie: What more? my heart 
© hates God, and ſeeks to get 
<abovehim:l havenothingelſe 
© to fly to, but terror & deſpair... 

Belike you think then ( ſaid 
they ) that thoſe who have the 
earneſt and firſt fruits of God's. 


Spirit,may notwithſtanding fall*: 


The judements of Ged are a- 


deep 
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deep abyſs ( ſad he) we are ſoon 


pa!26.6.* drowned if we enter into thenghe 


og i Fo 


that thinks he ſtandeth , let him 


! Cor 10. rae e heed leſt he fall : as for my 
ſelf, 


Pl. $0.22 


1 ind, T am fallen back; 
Jeh that I ence did knew the 
trath : thongh it may be not 0 
throughly: 1 know not what elſe to 
fay, but that 1 am one of that 
a#umber, which God hath threat- 
nedtoiear in preces+ 
Say not ſo (anſwered they}; 
for God may come, though at 


the Jaſt hour; keep hold there- - 


fore, at the leaſt by hope. 
c This (quoth he) 1s my caſe, [ 


' *el you Fame God hath de- 


* prived me of hopezthis brings 
* terror to my mind, and pines 
© this bodie which now is ſo 
© weak,asit cannot perform the 
« ſeveral offices thereof : foras 
*the EleCt have the Spirit teſtj- 


5on-3xs. f fying thatthey arethe ſons of 


God 


bs AE. AMT. AK. | 30S... out... ag FAS, 3%, Hp 
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eſtate of Francis Spira. _ 
© God; ſo the Reprobates,even 
*while they live,do often feel a 
. worm in their conſcience, 
© whereby they are condemned 
© already 3 & therefore as IT per- 
Eceived this wound inflicted: 
* on my mind and will, I knew 
« that I wanted the gifts of ſa- 
© ving grace, & that T was utter- 
ly undone 3 God chaftneth his 
© children with temporary affli- 7 <7 
© (tions, that they may comeas **" 
' ©9614 out of the fire;but punj- Rom. 12. 
'"$ſheth the wicked with blind- **: 
*neſs 1n their underſtandings, j,a.18.42 
© & hardneſs of heartz & wo be 
*to ſuch, from whom God 
© takes his holy Spirit. 
Here one rebuked him, and 
told him, he gave too much 
credit to ſenſe, that he was not 
to believe himſelf, but rather 


him that was in a goud eftate; &1 
teſtifie to you. ( ſaid he) that Gud 
= will be mercitul to yuus Nay . 


-—_ 


d relation of the fearful 


Nay (anſwered be) for becauſe 
Taminthis ill eſtate, thererfore 


can Tbelieve nothing but what is | 
contrary to my ſalvation and, 


comfort : but you that are ſo ton- 
fident of your good eftate, look 
that it be true, for it 3s no ſuch 


ſmall matter to be aſſured of ſin+ 


cerity:a man had nt ed be exceeds | 
ing ſirongly grounded in the 


truth, before he can be able to af- 


firm ſuch a matter as you now do; 
It is not the performance of a few 
outward dutics,but a mightycon-. . 


ant L.bor, with all intention of 
heart and affeGion 5 with full 
defire and endeavour. continuals 
ly to ſet forth God's glory © there 
2ſt be neither fear of Legates, 


Inquiſitors,priſons,nor any death 


whatſoever 5 many think them- 
ſelvs happie 1hat are not © itis 
not every one that ſaith, Lerd, 


Mat» 22, Lord, that ſhall go to heaven... 


T hey , 


eftate of Francis Spira, 


SS 


They came another day,and 5, 
found him with his etes ſhut, . 


as if he had been drouzie-and 


| very loath to diſcourſe + at 


which time there came inalſo 2 


grave man from Cittade/la,who 


demanded of Spira, if he knew 
him, or not - he lifting uphis 
eie-lids, and not ſuddenly re- 


meimbriny him , the man faid - 


to him 3 Tam Presbyter Antonie 
Fontamia , | was with you at 
Venice , ſome $, weeks fince : 


- <O curſed day { {aid 5pira) 10 


* curſed day ! O that 1 had 

*never gone thither ! would 

© God I had then died. 
Afterwards came in a Prieſt, 


called, Fernardings Sardonins, 


bringing with him a book of 
Exorciſms, to conjure this di- 


vel : whom when $pira faw,. 


ſhakivg his head he ſaid : 


*Lamyetlly perſwadedindeed 
That 


_ 


4 xelation of the fearful | 


that God hath left meto the 
-© power of the dive} : but ſuch 


they are, as are. not to- bee | ; 
found in your Letany : nel- , 
© ther will they. be caſt out by 


© fpells. The Prieſt proceeding 
in his.intended purpoſe with a 
ſtrange uncouth geſture, and a 
loud voice,adjured the ſpirit to 
come into Spiras tongue, 6& to 


anſwer:Sprra der ding his fruit. | 


ee nn CO OOO 


leſslabour, with afigh, turned | 


from him:a Biſhop being there 


pr {-nt, ſaid to Spiraz brother, - 


God hath put vi tue into the 
Word and Sacraments: and we 
have uſed the one means, and 
fin:l not that effect which wee 
defi: ez ſhall we try the « flicacie 
of the.Sicrameants?(ure!y if you 
take It, as a true: Chriſtian 
ought to receive the bode and 
blood of Chriſt, it will prove 
a foveraign medicine for your 


ck foul, 6 This - 


eftate of Francis Spira. &r 
be © This I cannot do ( anſwered 
ch he) 3 for they that have no 
e rightto the promiſes, have no 
1- , righttothe feals. The Encha- 
wy  riſtwas appointed onely for be-1 Cor-13. 
ip Oievers; if we have not faith, we?” 
a | eat and drink judgment to our 
a | ſelvs:Treceived it about a month 
0 | ſince, but Tdid not welF-in [o'do- 
o | ingsfor Ttookit by conſtraint,and. 
t= | ' fo Ttopkiit to my me Comadets- 
d / nation. 
e 


e | y-- 
e refiſt STACE » and himſelf | 
{ | outof Heaven; meth bim 
>  vehemently;: by all the loye. 
> | that wasbetween them: by the 
; | Jove which he bare to his chil- 
| dren, *yea to his own ſoul; 
| : that he would ſet himſeif ſeri- 

. _ ouſly to return'to that faith 
. _ andhope, which once he had? 


in 


_ 


l — a OR ow = —— — 


A relation of the fearful 
4a the death of Chriſt - with 
meny ſuch like words : Spire | 
having heard much of che like 
matter formerly -. and being ' | + 
ſomewhat moved, ſaid, You | 
do but repeat, Vergerius : what | 
ſhould Thope 9 why ſhould I be= 
lieve? God hath taken faith from 
me © ſhew me then whither Tſþal 
20.» jhew me a Haven whereto | 
1 ſhall retire, Tow tell medf 
God's mercie, when as God hath | | 
#0 caſt me off 3, you tell me of Chriſts | 
SF 7 - interc zo, Thave denied hims,. | 
| you command medo believe, Iſay 
Tcannot : yor bring me 10 cont- 
fort 5 JORY H—_ 25 as impeſ 
fſeble for me to obey, as to Keep i 
Moral Law: if you | pers 
{wade one to love God, withall | 
his heart, ſoul and ftrength:and 
God gives him not the powerycan 
ge x your deſeres Doth not 
he Ghurch teach us to ſing, ”_— 
res 


— 


—_ — 
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he eternal : but I tell you, ay 
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reds, 0 Lord to love thy Com- 
mandements* ites ſay that 


| they love God with all their beart, 
. ' but they lie : for my part I wi 


wot lie, but tell you plainly; ſuch 
is my caſe,that though you ſhonld 


 mever fo much importnne me to 
hope or believe,though I deſere.it, - 
| get I carmot:for God as a puniſh=. 


ment of my wickedneſſe) hath ta- 


hen away fron me all his ſaving 


gracerifaith,hopeand all : Iam 
not the man therefore that you 


.' take te for:belike you think Ide* 
light in. this eftdte 5; 4 Lcould. 


conceive but the lesſft ſpark of 
hope of « better eſtate hereafter, 
I would not refuſe to endare the 
most heavy weight of yhe wrath 
of that great Gods yea, for twenty 
thouſand years,[0 that Imigbt at 
length attain to the end of that 


miſery, which I now know will 


will 


— 
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will; is w'nnded: who'l long s.more 


to believe; then Tas 2 but all the + 
gronnad- -work of my hope #s quite | | 


gone; for if the teftmonies of. hos 


ly Scriptire,be true ( as they are* 
no certainly trne)'is not this as 
true: whoſoever denies me before” 


men, hin'{(fairh Chriſt) willr 


deny before my Father which xx. 


in heaven?;s #ot this pro Propert py 
caſe, as if i it had purpoſely 
—_—_ ; bs 


Name wndey Amit where 


$4int Pavil\tothe Hebrews? 1t 
is impoſſible "for thoſe who were 
once enlightened,and have tafted 
of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the holy Ghoſt, 
if they fall away, to be renewed 
f6-repentan ce + "what can be more 


plain , 


is very perjon: 


look 10 'be ſaved ? What Tonk 


—  — __ 
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p 

e Scripturealſo; if we fin wilful- and 16; a8 
>- | by after 'we have received the 
LO6k of the'truth, there re- 
muineth no wore facrificefor fon 

| butg certain looking for of jiadg- 

"| ment: the Scripture ſpeaks of 

| me, Saiht Paul meets mes Saint 

Pe.er tells pueyit had beem better * Fre.2.27 


plain. agatnSt me © Is not that” © 


- 
- 
, Fg 


« 


F 

p 

[ 

f 

ry | 1 hid, fot known the way of 
p | righteouſneſſe, then after 1have 
| known, to turn from the holy 
| Commandement. - it had bee 
- better I had not known, and get 
| then my condemnation had beere 
p | moſt certain © ds you not ſee 
evigently,, that I have wilfully » 
dexied the known truth.; 1 may 

4 | PIE FHV SQ 

Juftly expe not ouly damnation, 

but worſe if worſe may be ima- 

| gined. God will have me unders 

 { £0 the juit puniſhment of my ſm, 

| and make me an example of his 
wrath for your ſakes. 


| 
| 
| 
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' The com pany reſent ad | | 


"mired his diſcourſe, ſo grie- 


youſfly accyling himſelf of ns. | 
fore- paſt life; ſo gravely and | | 
wiſely dilating, concerning the 
Pu ax Dar of God, that hey 
then were convinced , thatit 
was not frenzy or madnefls, | 


that had polleſſed himz and be- | 


ingas it were, in admiraripn of | 
his eſtate » Spire proceeded, ON 
2 in this manner. * Take 

© heed to your ſelves, it is no 


Rn eafie matter to beeq'| 
e n5 it is nor Baptiſtn, | 


©orreading of the Scriptn 
eo boaſting of faith in Chriſt 


, Chough eyen theſe are oo) 


0 ore one to. 
aDlolute 
* what I ſaid before, there 


*muſt bea conformity in life; | 


briſtian : you Low | 


©a Chriſtian myſt bee ſtrong, 


x unconquerable, not Carry! ing | 


can ; 


S424 4 es ooo oc oao—ucro..c.o.oc.aH7. 
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HO I CA OI TOO. rr rom_ 


| (calling andeleftion furetmany 
| <there are that ſnatch at the 
| Epromiſes in the Goſpel,. as if 

<they undoubtedly - did be- 


wav» DW OO GO 2, wircrc ans i» ia 2 01 BI. 1 - 


eftate of F rancis Spira. 


—_ obicure profeſſion, bur re- 
£ ſolute; exprefling the image 
«of Chriſt, and holding out 


 5apainſt all eppoſition, tothe 


$Jaſt breath : he-mult give all 
«diligence, by righteouſneſle, 
< and holinefle, to make his 


© long to them; and yet they 


<remain {luggiſh, and care» 


Jeſſe, and being flattered. 
c the things of this profenr 


world, they paſle in their 
« courſe in quietnefle and fe+ 
©curity, as if they were the 
conely happie mens whom 
© neverthelefle the Lord in his 


&. providence hath ordained 


©to eternal wrath 3 as you 


© ray ſee in Saint Lwkes Rich 4. : 6: 


| ©man - thus it was with me, 


£ there 
by i —_ a © On 4 j : . Wy 


A relation of t he fearfull 


- 


6 cheretore: take. heed. 
Then came one of his Ne- 
phews, and offered him.ſome 
fuſtenance:,, which he difdain- 
fully. refulings, ſo. moved; the 


oung man's choler , that hee | 


charged him with hypocriſie 
and d\limulation, or trenzie; 


to whom gpira gravely ankwere | 


rj rIDgs, ſaid : 
: Ton may. interpret. the atten 


as ;r ouavill - . but Tamiſure; | am 


ot oxely the AGor,. but the ar- 
gument —_ matter of the Trage-- 
dys would it were enzy either | 


fained,or true; forf it were faj- 


xed, I could put it.off at pleaſure; | 


| 
: 


| 


— 


if tt were a real frenzy, yet there 


were [oe hope left of Gods mer- 


ED EE - 


cie, whereas now there 1s. one © ' 


for | know that God hath pro- 


mwounced me au enemy,and emulty 


1 Of high treaſon against his Ma- | 


Cad a 4/4 C:ſt-uW4y, A waſſal 


of. 
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eftate of Francis Spira. 
wreth: yet dare you call it diſ- 
wmbling and frenzie 3 and cate 
wock at the formidable example 
( the heavy wrath of God, that 
Word: jacdhigew ar and terror- 


Wit .irnaturalto the fleſh,cither 


prof maliceor ignorancegtoſpeak, 


rerverfly of the works of God : 
Vewoatwral ran diſcernethnotof 
r_ that arzef Ged,becauje 
ate ſpiritually diſcerned. 
«How can this be (ſaid Gr;- 
aa agrirs you can thus ex- 
llently diſcourſe of the judg- 
peats ok: God, and ofthe gra- 
exof.kis holy.Spirit, that you 
inde the. want of::them , and 
arneſtly deſire thems and.yet 


| vyou think you are utterly de- 


2rved of them: 

* Take this for certain({aithhe) 

I want the main grace of all, and 

that which is abſolutelyneceſſary; 

#nd God doth manytimes extort 
D 10ſt 
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6 theretore: take. heed. 
"Then came one of his Ne-: 
phews, and offered him.lome; 
ſaſtenance-,” which he diſdain-; 
fully. refulings, ſo. moved: theff 
young man's choler, that he 
Narged him with hypocriſi 
and d:\iimulation, or trenzie 
to whom gpira gravely. ank we 
FIDgs ſaid : : 

- Ton may; interpret. the matte 
as ; yourwill : but Tam:ſure, | an 
not onely the AGor, but the ar 
gurent and matter of the Tragey 
dys Lwould it weve frenzy eithe: 

fained,or true; for:if it were fat 
ed, I could put it off at pleaſure; 

zf it were a real frenzy, yet therd: 
were {oe hope left of Gods mr 
cie, whercat now there is. none | 
for | krow that God hath pro- 
nounced me ay enemy,and guslt 
"1 Of high treaſon against his Ma. 
/ a 7 v #772 4 ©: 2jt-uIpay, A waſſe 


| efbateof Francis Spira. 6g 


of wrath: yet dare you call it diſ- 
ſembling and frenzie 3 and cat 
mack at the formidable example 
of the. heavy, wrath of God, that 
fhenld jeath gon fear and tervor- 
| Bukit ifvaturalto the fleſh,either 
out of malice or ignorancegtoſpeak, 
perverfly of the works of God : 
The wawral man diſcernethnotof 
the things that arzef Gea,becauje 
they axe ſpititually diſcerned. 
How can this be (ſaid Gr/- 
bavldws)\.that you can thus ex- 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 
wents ok God; and ofthe gra- 
cevof, his holy Spirit, that you 
earneſtly deſire them and.yet 
you think you are utterly de- 
prived of them: 
Take this for certain(ſaith he) 
1want the main grace of all, and 
that which is abſolutelyneceſſary; 
and God doth manytimes extort 
D moſt 


/ 
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moſt true antl ſlrange teſtimronter 


of his ta jeſtie;juſttceand mercies. 
yea, cut of the months of very -re=+ . 


probates5 for even Judas, afte r 


he had betraied bj# Maſter , was 


conſtrained to confeſs his ſin, axed 
to juſtifie the innocency.of Ch 


and tberefore if 1 do the like, it. 


# no new or ſtrange matter God 


hath't ake 22 fait h fron me JO-left : 


me other common yifbx," for my' 
deeper condentnation > By how 
mmch the more: 1 remember what 


Thad,and hear othersdiſcourſe of * 


what they have ; by: ſo'muc. b the: 
more'is my torment, in that I 


know what Twant,and how there | 


i noway tobe relieved, * 
Thus ſpakehe; the tears a)l 

the while trickling ': down 5 

profeſſing :that:his pangs were 


ſuch, as that the damned 


wights in hel! endure not the 


hke miſery. that his eſtate was 
\ worle « 382 


| 


Wh - 5 4 4. . Re ; 
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. worſe then. that of Caiz or j#- x 
. dat; and therefore hee delired 
-to.die, \Tet bebuld(faith-he) 1/* 
 Scripturesare accompliſhdin nes 
they ſhall deſire to die, and death 
-ſball flie from them: And verily, 
he ſeemed exceeding!y to fer, 
- teaſt. bis life; ſhould bee draws: 
Out $0 a longer rhred 5 ans 
finding no caſeiur ref?,evrr ant 
anon, cried owt ,. 0 rijerable 
. wretch,0 miſerable wretchz then 
| +Fyroipg...ito;. the Company , 
"". \ he beſgught them in-this man- 
ERS. /, Brethren T1. take a diligent 
.beed to.your life 5 make more ac- 
count of the gifts of God's 8pirit 
then Ibave done; lears to beware 
my miſery think not you are aſ< 
ſured Chri zans, becauſe you un- 
WY omething of the Goſpel; 
take heed you grow not (ecure on 
that ground; be conſtant and in- 
D 2 moveable 


WER. 
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Luk.g. 62. 


' moveable in the maintenance of 


our profeſſion: Confeſs even un- 
wil ris you be wi thereto; 
He that loveth father , mother, 
brother. ſiſters, ſons, daughters, 
kindred,houſes, lands,ore then 
Chriſt, is ot worthie of him. 

Theſe words (ſaid they) do 
not ſound like the words of a 
wicked Reprobate. 


IT do but herein imitate ( ſaith | 


| 


Spa) the rich Glntton int the 


Goſpel, who thonghi# hell, yet was 


carefal, that his brethren-ſhould 


#0t come to that place of torment: 
and ſay to you" Brethren, take 


heed | of this ' miſerable eſtate 


Then: turning himſelf to cer- 
tain young Men that were pre- 
ſent, he defired them to con- 


evive him aright, 7 do wor ſpeck, 


thisto derogatefromibecertainty 


of ſaving faith, and 1he Me, 


FT 


| 


ks *9.hks. a Me woo ad eo i ii 
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of the Goſpel", _. for they are moſt 


ſures, but take heed of relying on 


that faiththat worksnot a hoe 
unblameable life, worthy of a bes 
liever;credit meit will fail, 1have 
tried it : Ipreſumed Thad gottex 
the right faith; T preached it to 
others, Thadall placesof Scripture 
in memory that might ſupport itz 
T thought myſelf ſure, and inthe 
mean time living impiouſly and 
careleſly;, behold, now the jundg- 
ments of God have overtaken me; 
not tocorredion,but.to condemns. 
tion: And now you would have me 
to believe, but it will not befor 1 
fell too late; that good things be. 
long onlyto ſuchasare good:;whoſe 
ſtns are coveredwithChriſts d:ath 
and blood, as with a wail, and. 
guarded with hisrighteons merits 
from theflood of Gods wrayh,ever 
a with a mighty wall, leaſt miſe. 
rable mortals ſhould be ſwallowed 


7h Arelation of theftarful 
Mp WHrk GPPATIRYe of PROPY Wives \> 
But #8 for me \,-Thave us i} were, 
2ilfmlly with ihe Bundy pulled - 
downthis Rutipirebht hind which | 
Imieht have veſted in [afetyzand. 
now are the ſwelling waters come 
ever to #24 ſonl, and Tamcaſt 
away | 
+ One of his familiar friends. | 
chanced to ſity, That certaitily 
he was overcome with melan- . |# 
cholly; which being cyer-heard, | 
Spira GS » = F.. 
Well, - be '#t fo, ſeeing yon will. 
needs have it w— ths of 7s 
zd's wrath matifeſted again3} - 
mein that he hath taken from me 
the uſe of mineVnderſtanding®. 
Reaſonyſoas Tran xerther rightly 
wteerr and judg of my diſtemper, . 
ror hope of remedy : Tou ſee Bre- 
thren, what a dangerous thing it - 
es,t0 ſtop or ſtay in things that cons 
AS f 1190 wart to dif» .| 
ſemble : 
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eſt:re of Francis Spira, 7s. 
ſerrbiWyon'any terins + What a 
fedrftl thing is 2, to benear and 
aln#ft a' Chriſtian f. Never was - 
the like example to this of mine 3 
rrllthevefore, if you be wiſe, you 
will ſerienſlyconſtatr thereof, 0 
tht God would tet looſe his hand 
from the 5 that it were with me , 
ow, 4s in titnes pat, 1 would 
ſeorn the threats of the moſt cru» 
s el Tyrants,bear torments with in 
| wvinciblereſolution, azd glory in 
- the outward profeſſron of Chrift, 
 * fill I were choaktd 145 the flame, 
and my boay ' comſmmed to 
aſhes. . 
You ſay you are deſperate, 
O Fprra (ſaid they) ! why then 
do you aot ſtrive with ſome 
weapon or other, violently to 
make an end of your life, as 
deſperate men uſe to do? Let - 
7e have a ſword (ſaid Spire) . 
| Why what would youdo with 


=> 
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it (quoth they) ?. 7 cannot tell 


you ( ſaid he) what this minde 


would move me to, upon occaſion, 


zor what Iwould do... 
| They perceiving ſmalleffe& 


of all this their labour, but ra- - 


ther that he'grew worſe : For 


the avoiding of concourie of 


people 3 for every day ſeldom 
fewer then twenty continued 


with him, and-.to -ltop the | 
courſe of fame, which was | 
continually blown abroad of ; 
himzthey conſult to carrie him. 


back again into his own Coun- 
try 3 and thoſe his friends 
that came to comfort him, be. 
gan to take their leavs of him : 
Vergerixs amongſt thg reſt , re- 
quired that at their parting 
they might pray together with 
him - $pzra hardly conſented, 
and as unw1llingly performed - 


For hee ſaid, My heart is . 
eftrarged 
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eſtranged from God, I cannot 
call hint Father from my heart 3 
_ all govd motions are now quite 
gone, myheart is full of make= 
diGion, hatred and blaſphemy 
againſt God : I finde I grow 
more and more hardued in heart, 
andcautot ſtoop nor help my ſelf: 
Your praiers for me ſhall turn to 
your own benefit theycan do me no 
; - - Pergeriss cate to take his 
; Jeave ofhim, whom Spirs'em- 
_ + braeing, ſaid, A/though Thnow 
that nothing can bring any bene - 
fit to e'x' Reprobute' 5 butt that 
every thing ſhal tend t9 my deep- 
er c0tdet mation + jet T give you 
he tbanks,for your kind 
offjice of love and good will ; 
and the Lord return it unto 
y0n, with a plentiful increaſe of 


The next day being brought 
down. 
ES Ee Im 
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 arelitionof the fewrfyl 


down tohis intended journey, 


by the way looking, round 


about him with, a:ghaſtly look, 
.he ſaw.aknife, lying qna table, 


ts which hee running haſtily, 
ſnatched hold of; as intending 


to miſchief himſelf 5 bur, his 


friends laying: held of him, 
ſtepped him in his purpoſe: 


 whereupon- with . indignation 
he ſaid, 7-wonld 1 were above | 


. God,: for 1 know he will. havens 


; - WCYcY ON MIC: Tr 
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- the condition of Ca7z and Jx- 
das ; Hlelay about eight weeks 
in this. caſe, in a' continual 
burning, neither deſiring,. nor 
receiving any thing but by 
force, and that without diſge- 


ſtion ſo ſpent, that he ap- 


peared a perte&t Anatomie: 
.expreſiing tothe view nothing 
Pe. 


| _—_—— 


but 
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but ſinews and bones : vehe- | 
mently raging tor drink: ever 
pining, yet fearful to livelong- 
dreadfyl of Hell, yet coveting 
death - inacontinual tormeat, 

 yethis own tormentor -: And 
thus conſuming himſelf with 
grief and horror, impatience , 
and deſpair, like a living man 

in Hell; he repreſented an 

' extraordinary example of the 
juſtice and power of God. 

' And thus (as faras appeareth) 

-. within a few dates after his 
arrival at his own home ,” hee 
departed this-preſentlife : Yet 
an occafion to make us remem- 
ber, That ſecret things belong 
unto the Lord our God : but 
charity to man, to teach him 
to hope all things. 
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